THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ 


MILLENNIAL STAR. 


And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my 
people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of 
her plaques —REVELATION 18: 4. | 
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DISCOURSE BY APOSTLE FRANKLIN D. RICHARDS. 


Tue following discourse was delivered by Apostle Franklin D. Richards 
at the Sixty-ninth Semi-annual Conference of the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints, held in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City: 

In contemplating the duty immediately before me, I earnestly desire a 
liberal measure of the holy spirit to assist and strengthen me, to enlighten 
me and to enable me to speak unto your edification. I have been very 
happy in listening to the instructions that have been given us. I realize 
that these occasions are designed for our great benefit, as.spiritual feasts, 
to refresh us with the words of life, the spirit of faith, the consolation for 
our trials and temptations, and the enrichment in the spirit of the Gospel 
by which to further progress in the way of life. 

Much of the instruction that we have had pertains to matters of our 
self-support and our sustenance, which is not only timely and appropriate, 
but very important, because we need continually an enlargement, an ex- 
tension of our opportunities; and there are many young people among us 
who do not sense the importance of assuming the responsibilities of life 
and settling down into a position in society, of taking to themselves the 
character of head of a family, and of establishing themselves among the 
Saints of Zion. It should be realized by all people that the comforts of 
life which we have, whether we get them directly or indirectly, come out 
of the ground to us; not only our food, but our raiment, from our hats to 
our boots, and from our feathers to the finest wear we put on. Then 
even the gold and silver and all precious jewels come forth out of the 
earth. They who till the ground and bring forth out of it the necessaries, 
the blessings and the comforts of life, by so much improve and increase 
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the general happiness and good of all. There are no portions of the 
human family that are so independent and comfortable in the ways of life 
generally as those that are on a farm, which they can attend to wisely 
and profitably, and obtain from it the necessaries of life. If we could 
realize and understand this more perfectly, and think of it more seriously 
and considerately, it would be better for a great many of our young, ambi- 
tious men and women, who now are seeking for positions in life to escape 
labor and toil. While they are establishing associations and fixing up 
measures to cultivate the physical energies and develop their muscles, the 
general labor that is to be done in the cultivation of the soil, the produc. 
ing of all that is necessary for living, both in the field for men and in the 
house and dairy for women, would furnish all the physical culture that 
they need; and this properly assorted and used would save considerable 
expense in that certain direction. 

Now, it has got to that, as has been hinted to us, that if any large 
enterprise is undertaken, whether it be a private or a public one, there is 
a seeking directly for something or other in the shape of a bonus. If men 
come among us with capital to do us sny good, to put up some machinery 
or anything of that kind, they first lay claim to some bonus. Whereas, in 
the beginning of this work, everybody was expected to take care of him- 
self and do something to help build up the Church; the thing is getting 
very fast turned round the other way, and people now, if they have been 
unfortunate in the “boom” or through their own carelessness, are expecting 
the Church to turn in and support them. We have got the thing headed 
around the wrong way in that respect. We ought to continue the plan 
and sentiment of sustaining ourselves and of having something to help 
build up the Church, asin the beginning. This sentiment, if continued 
and carried out, will grow and extend until our unoccupied lands will be 
occupied and cultivated, and these valleys will be filled up and our settle- 
ments extend to Canada on the north, to Mexico on the south, and back 
to Missouri on the east. 

I have rejoiced in these instructions given us for our profit. I feel now 
like speaking to you of some of my own personal reflections, in a different 
strain. The last time we heard our venerable and beloved President 
Woodruff speak to us here, how delightfully he did address us, as if he 
might not have been more than 45 years of age! He gave us a good long 
talk—long enough for a common sermon, and it was interesting, instruc- 
tive and emphatic. It would be good for those who did not hear it to get 
and read it occasionally. His last teachings all seemed to be given with a 
view on his part that it might be possibly the last that he would say to 
us. While hearing him speak in that excellent, free and enlivening man- 
ner, I could not help but think, “Is it possible that this will be the last 
time we shall hear him?” Well, President Woodruff has departed from 
us in our present relation, and has gone to join the holy throng—the 
Prophet Joseph, the Patriarch Hyrum, and twelve or fifteen of the apostles 
that have died and gone during his lifetime and ours. It is only a few 
years ago that President Snow and I were ordained down here in the old 
fort. We have lived to see the members of néarly a whole quorum depart 
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hence, and we are left behind, though we are following them up as fast as 
time will move us on. 

Now, there are certain peculiar notions that people sometimes have. 
Once in awhile there is one who thinks we were in a hurry to get the 
authorities of the Church filled up, almost before it was decent and proper 
in their estimation. I want to say a little about that. There is no stand- 
ard of human invention, no precedent among mankind, that can deter- 
mine how long or how short that period shall be. But the Lord has 
determined a rule for it. Back in the days when the Prophet Joseph was 
slain, and the Church was left without him here upon the earth, the whole 
people mourned—mourned as we have never known how to mourn since. 
I want to tell you Saints that felt you mourned when President Young 
died, when President Taylor died, or now that President Woodruff has 
departed from us, it is no such mourning as was felt through all Nauvoo and 
among all the Saints when the Prophet and Patriarch were slain. It just 
seemed as if everything around us, even the animals, the trees and the 
habitations, were clothed in mourning. We felt his absence, because he 
was to us instead of God. He directed us in everything; taught us in all 
the great principles that pertain to our salvation and exaltation through- 
out all this mortal existence and clear into the eternities. Anybody that 
has the spirit of revelation, and who will read the last revelation that he 
gave us, cannot help but wonder and admire, and comprehend something 
of the great mind and capacity of soul that he had acquired during his 
short experience, in the gospel, of twenty-four years here in the flesh. 

Now, when he was taken away, it was the first great and terrible expe- 
rience in that line, and there was no rule left when the church organiza- 
tion should be perfected. Let me cite you to a few facts in connection 
with this. When that event occurred, the apostles were all away through- 
out the United States, on missions, except John Taylor and Willard Rich- 
ards. They were in prison with the Prophet Joseph. President Taylor 
was shot nearly to pieces, so that he had like to have died, according to 
all human appearance. Willard just lost a drop of blood from one of his 
ears; a ball whistled so near that it broke his skin and let a drop of blood 
mingle with the others. The Prophet Brigham was in Boston, with Apos- 
tle Woodruff. It was a sad and sorrowful time. Immediately the Prophet 
Joseph was slain, one man and another, and another, who had been taught 
by him to comprehend some great principles of the Gospel, came to feel 
so important that one man said, since Joseph was dead there was no man 
living to whom he owed allegiance. He, therefore, in the greatness of his 
self-importance, gathered up his family, with a few others, and went away 
to Texas. Lyman Wight was this man, whose cognomen among the 
twelve was “the wild ram of the mountain.” By and by one of his sons 
returned to us. Another man, Alpheus Cutler, in the greatness of his 
experience and self-suriiciency, took his family and some friends and went 
to a northern state, making a camp of his own, ready to build up a city, 
a people, a nation, and become a prophet. George Miller, one of the pre- 
siding bishops, also started, with a few and went off among the Pancho 
Indians. Another one, James J. Strang, who thought he had the thing 
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fixed so it had come to stay, went off with a few to Beaver island, in Lake 
Michigan, and carricd on his operations for awhile, till, by and by, one of 
his followers sickened of him and assassinated him. This is the way these 
great men, who thought they were somebody, have gone in the strength 
of their own endowments, feeling themselves as great as Joseph the 
prophet. How was it, when the Prophet Brigham came back to Nauvoo, 
that he realized that the powers of the priesthood and the keys thereof 
had come down upon him? He went and stood in his place. Sidney 
Rigdon wanted to become a “guardian” to the church, to guide and lead 
them till they should see Joseph again. And thus, one after another, these 
different influences wrought. About this time, too, to fill up the cup and 
make it run over, and to accomplish the wickedness of the world, a 
mob got around and forced the twelve, when they got back to Nauvoo, to 
enter into an agreement with them that they and the people would get up 
and leave the country. This they did. They made their arrangements, 
and, as quick as we could finish the temple and get the blessings of the 


- Lord upon us, the Saints started out into the wilderness to find a country 


as far from civilization as they could. 

The Prophet Joseph had a feeling or a premonition of what might be, 
and we find it on the record of his history that he felt forebodings that 
he might not stay to see that temple completed. He took the twelve aside 
—those who were faithful—and he gave them their endowments in a holy 


_ place, in a new building that he consecrated for that purpose. He placed 


upon them the keys, authority and powers which the Lord and the angels 
had conferred upon him. You recollect that John the Baptist came and 
ordained Joseph and Oliver to the Aaronic Priesthood. Peter, James and 
John came and ordained him and Oliver unto the Melchisedek Priesthood 
—the holy apostleship. In the temple at Kirtland, Moses, Elias and Elijah 
appeared and conferred upon him the keys of the gathering of Israel, of 
the Gospel of Abraham, and of the turning of the hearts of the fathers to 
the children and the children to their fathers. Joseph called the brethren 
aside and placed all these keys, powers and blessings that be had received 
upon them. You have heard President Woodruff testify of this, and of the 
great work and marvelous power thereof. Well, these things bestowed 
upon the brethren caused some men to become headstrong, and in view of 
what they knew they thought they could build up the church unto God, 
build up the kingdom of God, and stand at the head of it themselves. 
While this was going on the powers of the priesthood rested down upon 
the Twelve Apostles, and President Young always took pains to have a 
majority of them within reach, where he could arrange for any decision 
that he found it necessary to make. He had a great vision, in which 
Joseph said to us, through him: Get the holy spirit and keep it.” That 
is a great injunction that is upon us all. If we want to go where these 
men are, we must get the holy spirit and walk in the light of it. After 
he and the pioneers had been out here and had found this place for us to 
come and live in, and then went back to the Mississippi river, in Winter 
Quarters, the spirit of the Lord, the revelation of the Lord, came upon 
him. It was about two years and a half, on that occasion, that the Church 
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had been without a first presidency, til] the Lord made manifest to them, 
in Winter Quarters, about December, 1847, that the organization should 
be completed. There being no good place for it, they picked out men and 
set them to work to build a tabernacle in Kanesville for the conference. 
At that conference the first presidency was accepted, and, according to 
the dictation of the revelation, they, Brigham Young, Heber C. Kimball 
and Willard Richards, were upheld by the unanimous consent and vote 
and prayers of God’s people. Thus the first great calamity to the Church 
was remedied, and the fullness of the presidency was again restored. 

In 1849 the presidency and the brethren got together down in the old 
fort here, and there was a series of conferences and councils held, where 
four of the brethren were ordained unto the apostleship, to fill the vacan- 
cies made by those who had been promoted to the first presidency, and of 
this number were Brothers Charles C. Rich, Lorenzo Snow, Erastus Snow 
and myself. For ten years and a half I was the youngest member of the 
quorum, and when I look back it seems marvellous to me that I have lived to 
see, in about fifty years, nearly a whole quorum of apostles pass away to the 
other world. They have gone to labor with the Prophet Joseph, and they 3 
cannot feel lonesome. I cannot help but think how happy President 
Woodruff must be in getting into their society, and rejoicing and glorify- 
ing God in the great work there of preparing for the coming of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 


[TO BE 
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SEMITE AND SLAV. 


FLxIIxd from the persecutions of their tyrannical government, a Rus- 
sian Jew and a Russian Slav sought and found refuge in the classical 
land of Freedom—England. They both reached the latter country with- 
out any means of subsistence. The Jew, however, by his energy and per- 
severance, soon made a position for himself, whilst the more sluggish Slav 
made little progress, and had a hard time of it. The Semite was quite 
ready to help his compatriot in any way possible, but the jealous and un- 
yielding temperament of the Slav kept them apart; nay the latter even 
sought wherever he could to slander and injure his Semite fellow-country- 
man. At length they met at the house of a mutual English friend, and it 
was not long before the Slav, losing all control of himself, called out to 
his compatriot: “But you are no Russian, you are only a Jew.” 

All ‘present showed distinct signs of indignation at this utterly unpro- 
voked attack, and felt anxious lest some violent scene should follow. But 
the Jew, turning to his offender, calmly said: “And pray what are you!” 

“I am a pure Russian Slav!” 

“Oh, only that!” again calmly replied the Jew. “You have nothing to 
say against me personally, but you hate me on account of the race to 
which I belong. Do you realize the true difference between the Jewish 
and the pure Russian race? Listen, and learn, if you have ears to hear.” 

Then the Jew rose from bis seat, and gazing at his foe with a prophetic 
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fire in his eyes, as if he were facing all the anti-Semites of the world, said: 

“More than four thousand years ago, the ancestors of my race, a handful 
in number, rose like one man against the willions of their Egyptian op- 
pressors, and triumphantly marched out of the house of bondage, to freely 
worship the God that suffers no bondage. To-day millions of pure Russian 
Slavs lie in the dust trodden under the feet of a modern Pharaoh, not yet 
having risen even to a conception of their terrible degradation and want 
of liberty. Were it not for the low and stagnant masses of your pure 
Slavs, whom it is impossible to move, or drag along, we Jews would, in all 
probability, have long since shattered the throne of the modern Pharaoh, 
as we did with the ancient one. When the glory of my race was at its 
highest, when a Moses laid the foundation of all Christian Civilizations by 
his Ten Commandments, and King David attuned his harp to melodious 
hymns never surpassed by any other mortal; when Isaiah hurled at a sin- 
ful world divine shafts of reproach and warning, forestalled the Gospel of 
Jesus, and made Lion and Lamb lie together as a symbol of the coming 
millennium of eternal Peace and Brotherhood; when all the world rang 
with the fame of my race, and heathen Queens from afar made their pil- 
grimages to Jerusalem laden with presents and offerings—where were 
then the ancestors of your pure Russian race? They roamed naked in 
wood and forest, eating one another, with scarcely any notion of angel or 
devil, or any moral law. In vain you will search in the records of history 
for the very name ‘Russia’ or ‘Slav’ at the time when Israel’s every move, 
change and step were chronicled in indelible golden letters reverently read 
to this very day by Gentile nations. Athens and Rome darkened before 
the light that came from Zion, and Herods and Cœsars were swept away 
by the breath of the crucified Jew of Nazareth. About fifteen centuries 
after the brilliant sun of Judea finally sank over the Towers of David, a 
dim moon for the first time rose over the Cremlin of Moscow, but only to 
illumine the deeds of an Ivan the Terrible, and a Maliuta Skuratoff. 
Angel like when obedient to the gospel of the Great Jew, Devil-like when 
defying it—that is what the whole Christian World has been, is, and ever 
shall be. And yet you defy me because I am a Jew, and pride yourself on 
being aSlav! Friend, is there any justice or common-sensein your hatred 
of my race? Personally, too, 1 have done you no harm whatever, and 
would only rejoice in your welfare, there being sufficient room in the 
world for you and me. Besides, our common foe destroys in our native 
country Jew and Slav alike, and both you and 1 had to flee from his wrath. 

So, instead of foolishly quarrelling between ourselves, and filling our com- 
mon enemy with joy, let us work together for the sacred cause, for in unity 
there is strength.” 

Hearty English applause followed the harangue of the Jew, but the 
Slav shook his head negatively. For it has been decreed by the Creator 
that all evils should have their remedies, every foe be made capable of 
reconciliation, except him who is possessed by the devil of jealousy.— 
Publie Opinion. 


Ir is the summit of humility;to! the of —Lavasiin 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


E 


— 


8805401 00001 T 69.275 


— 

— 


BAUIUINNOO 'IVINENILNOO 


TZ 6617 


888 8 


N 


8 — 


062 21 
Lie 688 71 6 


~ 


8833838 
S&K S888 


— 
* 


1 — 


20preH poser 
dj 1444 mL 
Aawulier) 
H 
SOO 


eee eee 1028 


— 


38888988 


ay | 5 


"Plo 44 g | — 
4epun 


ai 


‘9681 le ONIGNA UVAA AHL YOU NOISSIN NVAMOUNA AHL AO TVOILSILVIS 


— |" 
$35 8 
11008 * 
8 
|S 88 8 * 
‘ao 
E 
|e 
|B 
=| 
‘peqwojon mooxrg | 
ii ‘plo saved | | 
‘perndeg * SES | 8 E 
88 32 
— 
mond | | 
| | RASRARS 2 | 
92 — 
11225 
até 32 
tet 
| 
| 2255 2 
122 3 3838 
4 


THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


THURSDAY, MARCH 9, 1899. 


— — ꝗ— ye 7 — — — —ũ—— — — — ͤ—U —k2A— — — 


MAN’S DEPENDENCE. 
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THERE is a sense of dependence in the human being that displays itself 
in early life to a marked degree. As soon as a child shows indications of 
fear, this feeling of dependence is manifest by its clinging to its mother 
for protection whenever there is apparent danger. 

As the child finds relief from the unpleasant sensation of fear when in 
the loving embrace of its mother, it learns to rely on her with implicit 
confidence and faith in her power and willingness to protect it from harm. 

Later on this same trust is placed in the father, as the child observes the 
mother rely on him for protection and care; and the unbounded faith 
imposed in a father is beautifully illustrated in the story of the boy in the 
storm at sea, when asked if he were not afraid, replied, ‘‘Why should I 
be? father’s at the helm.” 

Although later in life this loving trust is sometimes shattered by “man’s 
inhumanity to man,” there lingers through life in the heart of men an un- 
quenchable desire for some one, powerful, just and merciful, who is both 
able and willing to aid and protect in man’s hours of direst need, and to 
whom appeal may be taken from the prejudiced judgment of selfish and 
unjust humanity. 

This sentiment of faith and trust, centered on a worthy object, is one of 
the most elevating and ennobling of all the faculties of the human mind. 
It is God-given and, therefore, there is a wise purpose in it, as God, after 
having created man in his own image and likeness, and having endowed 
him with this as well as with every other incipient attribute of Deity, 
pronounced His work good. 

When a son attains his majority, in his consciousness of full fledged 
manhood, he feels strong and independent and wanders off to foreign 
lands, full of faith in his ability to make his fortune and return in due 
time to be honored by his friends; but instead, misfortune overtakes him 
and he finds himself among strangers without money and without friends, 
and probably in failing health. O how intensely that old feeling of de- 
pendence comes back tohim! He longs for the loving arms of his parents 
on which to lean for support, and he is impelled by this feeling, at the first 
opportunity, to return to the old fireside to be warmed and comforted by 
parental love and tendernéss. But earthly parents are mortal and their 
powers are limited. Death comes to them, but this longing for some strong 
arm on which to lean is-still active, especially in times of trouble and 
difficulties that are beyond the power of men to alleviate or remove. Is 
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it possible that this longing is only a will-o’-the-wisp to lead to disappoint- 
ment and despair? The thought is horrid in the extreme. The very fact 
of such a desire is a guarantee of an object to satisfy it. Every appetite 
and passion of a worldly nature has a means of gratification that is law- 
ful, although they may be carried to an abnormal extreme and become 
evil. Now, as this is the case, why may we not look forward toa time 
when this longing for a great, all-wise, just, ifal, loving Father will be 
gratified, as also the desire for eternal life. “Surely these the strongest of 
all human desires are not to be singled out as the only ones that are 
superfluous, and are to “waste their sweetness on the desert air!” 

In searching for the object of this longing for a greater, on whom we 
can safely lean, we must look beyond the human, and this ere 
revelation. 

In the economy of the Creator there is no necessity without an actuality 
to supply it, and this case forms no exception to the rule, for revelation 
was necessary and revelation was given in different ages of the world as 
the necessities required. 

It seems that in order that men might not forget the only true and 
living God and turn to the worship of idols, it was necessary that He re- 
reveal Himself on many different occasions and to many different persons, 
Adam, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Moses and all the Jewish prophets having 
received the word of God for the people; still when the Savior made His 
appearance in fulfillment of the predictions of these men, the Jews had 
so far forgotten the true and living God as to reject and crucify His Son, 
some teaching that there is no spirit in man nor any resurrection. 

Under such conditions, in order that men might know in what kind of 
a being they were to put their trust, God sent His Son, who Paul said 
was “the express image of his person.” In answer to Philip’s request to 
see the Father, Jesus said, “He that has seen me has seen the Father.” 

It is impossible for men to have complete faith and trust in a being of 
whom they know absolutely nothing. Jesus said, “No man knoweth who 
the Father is, but the Son, and he to whom the Son will reveal him.” 

If it is necessary to know what kind of being He is and that He actually 
exists, it is also necessary to know that He has power to aid and protect 
and on what conditions He will do so, and that He is truthful, just, merci- 
ful and loving. After these things are understood men can rely on such a 
being with perfect trust, and that dependent longing is satisfied. 

As it was in the days of the Savior so it is in this age, men have lost 
sight of the personality of the Deity, and some are worshiping images, 
which practice is as idolatrous as that of the heathen, although now it is 
done in the name of Christianity. 

Paul, when in Athens, found the inscription, “To THE UNKNOWN Gop.” 
He said to that people, “Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him de- 
clare I unto you.” It is hardly to be supposed that he would declare unto 
them an incomprehensible god without body, parts or passions, but a God 
such as He declared unto the Hebrews of whose person Jesus Christ was 
“the express image.” 

The people to-day are much in the condition of the Athenians of old 
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and need one with authority to declare unto them the God they ignorantly 
worship. To supply this need God has deigned to manifest himself again 
unto the children of men that they may know the nature of the being 
they are required to worship and what manner of worship is pleasing in 
his sight. It was manifested to the Prophet of the latter days that God is 
not the imaginary being supposed by many, but an individuality as real as 
the individuality of man, that Christ is in His express image, and in whose 
image man was created as recorded in the Bible. These things are actuali- 
ties and not myths. 

He is a being filled with truth, justice, mercy and love in the utmost 
perfection, and on whose promises men may rely in perfect confidence and 
trust, realizing that He “is no repecter of persons; but in every nation he 
that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted of him.“ 

When one receives a testimony of these things by the Spirit of revela- 
tion—that Spirit by which Peter knew that Jesus was the Christ— that 
longing for a strong arm on which to rely is satisfied, and the soul rests in 
perfect trust, with that relief from fear and dread which the child feels in 
its mothers loving embrace. aw 


PALMER AND ANDERSON LECTURE. 


A LECTURE on Utah and the Mormons” by Elder Geo. W. Palmer 
assisted by Robt. Anderson as stereoptician, was delivered in the Clement- 
son Hall, Breck Road, Liverpool, on Tuesday, March 7. The hall, which 
is a very beautiful one, clean, well furnished and well lighted, was a source 

_of inspiration itself. It has a seating capacity of 530 and was well filled 
with a very respectable and appreciative audience. 

The speaker, Elder Palmer, seemed inspired by the surroundings. He 
gave a graphic description of Utah as it was fifty years ago, a desert and 
a wilderness, and later showed by views the wonderful transformation 
which has been wrought out by the faith, industry and perseverance of 
the Latter-day Saints. He gave a brief account of the origin and progress 
of the religion that has made so much history in so comparatively short a 
time. A brief explanation of the principles of the faith and practice of 
the people was given. 7 

Elder Palmer is a fluent speaker with a good delivery, but was placed at 
a disadvantage by having so broad a field to cover in so brief a time. 

The lantern was ably manipulated by Elder Anderson, and not a break 
was made to mar the smooth flow of the speaker’s remarks. 

The lecture was a success in every particular, having received favorable 
comments in the papers, and will do much to disseminate a correct under- 
standing of the aims and desires of a people who, like the Saints of former 
days, have been “everywhere spoken against,” and misunderstood. 

The success of the lecture is largely due to the well planned and untir- 
ing labors of President Amos N. Merrill of the Liverpool Conference and 
President H. M. Gorman and his aids of the Liverpool branch in so effici- 
ently advertising the lecture. 
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This lecture has been or will be delivered in the prominent cities in the 
various conferences in the British Mission, and it is hoped that the Presi- 
dents of Conferences, the Elders and Saints will all lend their aid and 
hearty support to insure the success of the undertaking, for it is abso- 
lutely necessary that the people at large should be correctly informed 
regarding the aims of the Latter-day Saints in sending out missionaries to 
the world to preach the doctrines they advocate. 

There are thousands of people in this country who would be willing to 
listen to the message of life proclaimed by the Elders if the wall of preju- 
dice that has been built around their hearts by the infamous and diabolical 
falsehoods circulated were removed, and it is evident that these lectures 
will do much to accomplish that result and to place a much abused people 
in a true light before the world. AW 


THE following is illustrative of how scientific investigation is proving 
the truths of the revelations of the Latter-day Prophet, who in 1833 con- 
demned the use of some of the common beverages: 

“Three cases of suicide by young women have occurred within the past 
two days. A gentleman who has interviewed several medical men on the 
subject, writes that they all agreed that excessive tea-drinking was liable 
to produce those fits of despondency and super-sensitiveness that generally 
characterised suicides by destroying the mental balance required for bear- 
ing up under disappointment and misfortune. Women, quite as much as 
men, require good health for the battle of life, while thousands of young 
women are suffering from totally unstrung nervous systems.” 


THe Anchor Line s.s. Zthiopia which sailed from Glasgow, Febuary 23, 
1899, with returning Elders on board, arrived at New York on the 7th inst. 
with all well. 


ImmeEDIATE.—The prayers and faith of the Elders and Saints are earn- 
estly solicited on behalf of Elder John T. Edward of Salt Lake City, who 
is now quite sick in Glasgow. 


ARRTIVAIS.— The following Missionaries from Zion arrived per American 
Line s.s. Waesland on March 1, 1899: For the British Mission—Joseph 
Bennet, James Howard, Moroni Moss and John E. Hatch, Woods Cross; 
Robert Sherwood, Salt Lake City; Wm. F. Pratt, Franklin, Idaho; Joseph 
H. Page, East Bountiful; G. Fred Wright, Logan; Joseph Davis, Rock 
Springs, Wyo. For the Scandinavian Mission—Christopher I. Kemp, 
Concho, Ariz.; Jens Christiansen, Elsinore. For the German Mission— 
C. P. Ferrin and Peery Herrick, Ogden. 


APPOINTMENTS.—The following named ‘missionaries have been appointed 
to labor as Traveling Elders in the Conferences as follows: 
Joseph Bennet, Nottingham; Robert Sherwood, London; James Howard. 
Birmingham; William F. Pratt, Leeds; Moroni Moss, Sheffield; Joseph H. 
Page, Sheffield; ] John E. Hatch, Liverpool; G. Fred Wright, Bristol ; 
Joseph Davis, Manchester. 


— — — — — 
— — êéᷓ—᷑ — — — 
⁴— — — ͥ Vi 
‘ 

* 

’ 


156 LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 


RELEAsES.—The following named Elders have been honorably released 
to return home on the dates mentioned: 

E. T. Wood, Bristol, March 9, by request of the First Presidency; 
Charles S. Green, Birmingham, and S. J. Callan, Wales, March 23, 1899. 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


PREsIDENT Rurr writing from Nottingham Conference, says that he has 
just made a trip around his charge, finding the Elders all well and doing 
a good work. The late opposition seems to have had a good effect after 
all; the dark clouds are rolling away; God is causing the wrath of man to 
praise him. “A great many strangers have begun to attend our meetings, 
and we are putting our trust in the Lord, aiming to be ‘wise as serpents 
and harmless as doves.’ Brother and Sister Campbell seem to be enjoying 
themselves in the Uttoxeter district. Sister Campbell looks well and is 
in excellent health.” 


THE following extract from a letter written by Peter Loutensock, retir- 
ing president of the German Mission, dated New York, February 22, 1899, 
will explain itself: 

“We arrived this morning at New York all in good health and spirits. 
Our voyage was not only a long one but also a rough one. Our vessel 
had to be shut up for three or four days and none could go on deck. 
But after all we had a good time and have every reason to be thank- 
ful. A very sociable spirit prevailed on board the ship. It was soon 
known that Mormon missionaries were on board, and on Sunday, the 
19th of February, we were asked to take charge of the Sunday services, 
which we did with pleasure. Two of the Elders spoke, and everyone 
treated us with the greatest respect. Many questions were asked and a 
number of Gospel conversations given. 

“During the rough weather it was by different persons expressed, that 
there was no danger of the ship going down when Mormon Elders were 
on board, and it seemed every body took comfort in the belief. 

“We also united with the people in different kinds of games and amuse- 
ments. We received good treatment, and I have not heard of a single 
complaint. According to my judgment, the /urnessia is all right.” 


— 


— — —— 


A BIBLICAL DOCTRINE. 


Ir is not surprising that the doctrine of baptism for the dead, believed 
in and practiced by the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 
should be opposed by people who are engaged in promulgating the notions 
of modern Christendom, for it strikes at the very root of a wide-spread 
heresy to which they hold tenaciously. 

If the fate of mankind is finally fixed at death, of course the principle 
of proxy baptism and the salvation of persons out of the body who did 
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not receive Christ's Gospel in the body, is false and therefore open to 
refutation. On the other hand if it is true, then the common sectarian 
theory is wrong, and the world bas been deceived for centuries by pro- 
fessed ministers of the Savior. 

The doctrine of baptism for the dead does not depend upon nor was it 
derived from Paul’s question to the Corinthians, 

“Else what shall they do which are baptized for the if the dead 
rise not atall! Why are they baptized for the dead.” I Cor. 15: 29. 

That passage is very clear to all who read it as it stands, without bias 
towards any particular theory. But the Latter-day Saints merely refer to 
it as evidence, to Bible believers, that the doctrine revealed to the Prophet 
Joseph Smith more than sixty years ago, was understood by the Apostle 
Paul and the Corinthian Saints nearly nineteen centuries ago and is 
Christian doctrine. But, note the desperate attempts of so-called “Chris- 
tian” commentators to wrest that passage from ite evident signification, 
because it is diametrically opposed to their orthodoxy. “The true inter- 
pretation,” as they term their foggy rendering, is a mist of nonsense: 

“Christians were baptised into the faith of the resurrection of the d 
and thereby they were sponsors in behalf of the dead that the dead shoul 


rise. 

How could they be “sponsors in behalf of the dead” in any other way 
than being baptized for or doing something in their behalf? Faith in the 
resurrection does not make a man or woman a “sponsor” for anybody or 
anything. 

The statement that the expression “hyper ton nekron,” the Greek for 
“for the dead,” I Cor. 15: 25, refers to “all the dead,” is not warranted by 
the grammatical use of the definite article in the New Testament. Stu- 
dents of this subject know the article is often employed to denote an 
entire class, but in the text, if it be interpreted by this rule, the class re- 
ferred to is not “all the dead,” but all the dead for whom baptisms were 
being performed. The argument is this: If there is no resurrection of 
the dead, why are baptisws performed for any of them? 

That substitution is expressed by the preposition “huper” and the fol- 
lowing genitive is clear from Gal. 3: 13, and numerous other passages, 
where a similar construction is found. It is the very term by which New 
Testament writers express the idea that “Christ gave Himself for us,” and 
if the baptism spoken of is not instead, “or in behalf of” the dead, neither 
is the atonement. 

Another attempt to confuse the subject is the play on words which 
makes Paul’s expression “the dead” mean in this case only the bodies of 
the deceased. The term “the dead” is used repeatedly in the Scriptures 
to signify the departed, that is, people who have lived and have gone into 
another sphere. Paul says in the chapter under consideration that 
“Christ died for our sins.” Peter says the Gospel was preached to “them 
that are dead, that they might be judged according to men in the flesh but 
live according to God in the spirit”—I Pet. 4: 6. He speaks also of “Him 
who is ready to judge the quick and the dead.” Will He judge their 
bodies in the grave? John saw “the dead small and great stand before 
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God” to be judged. Rev. 20: 12. Were they merely bodies in the grave! 

What is termed the unbiblical practice,” is essentially biblical if the 
Scripture is not wrested from its evident meaning. And the baptism for 
the dead in the Church of Christ of former days and of latter days, is 
not for “some fancied bodiless spirit,” but for actual individuals who 
were once mortal but in the resurrection will be the same beings, only 
immortal, the body and the spirit being rejoined and quickened by Christ, 
who was also raised from the dead by the power of God. 

That those who died without a knowledge of the Gospel can learn it in 
the other state, and that their living relatives and friends can officiate for 
them, in those necessary ordinances which belong to this sphere and can- 
not be administered where they have gone, is a doctrine replete with in- 
tense satisfaction, bringing joy to the hearts of all who believe it. The 
justice, mercy and greatness of the Eternal Father are manifested therein, 

to such an extent as to cause all but the bigoted, narrow-minded and be- 
— to praise and glorify 2 Creator and Redeemer for ever !|— Deseret 


CALUMNY AND DETRACTION. 


A pure conscience may defy city gossips.—D1sRaELI. 
The use of character is to be a shield against calumny —BURKE. 


There are calumnies against which even innocence loses courage.— 
NAPOLEON. 


Whoever has a good work todo must let the devil’s tongue run as it 
pleases.— LUTHER. 

To persevere in one's duty and to be silent, is the first answer to cal- 
umny.— WASHINGTON. 


We cannot control the evil tongues of others, but a good life enables us 
to despise them.—CarTo. 


There is nobody so weak of invention that cannot make some little 
stories to vilify his enemy.— ADDISON. 

Since I cannot govern my tongue, though within my own teeth, how can 
I hope to govern the tongues of others.—FRANKLIN. 


A great deal depends upon a man’s courage when he is slandered and 
traduced. Weak men are crushed by detraction, but the brave hold on 
and succeed.—STEVENS. 


Speak evil of noone. Think evil of no one. Rejoice not in anybody’s 
fall. Ridicule no one in such a sense as shall diminish their standing with 
others, or be a source of pain to them. Carry yourself as the summer sun 
carries itself to-day, riding in the heavens; there is no insect so gauzy, 
there is no worm so mean, there is no moth so small, there is no tree so 
tall, there is no one single solitary thing that has a throb of life in it, that 
this glorious sun does not treat like a prince, and pours its own light, 
its own brilliancy and warmth on it and into it. Be ye like the sun, and 
carry light, warmth and sweetness, and so ye shall be children of God.— 
BEECHER. 
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UTAH ITEMS. 


A new Tabernacle is about to be built at Lewiston, Cache Co. 
All the literary clubs are now running for the winter season with increasing interest, 


The district schools of Salt Lake City show an enrollment for this year of over twelve 
thousand. 


A deposit of Epeom Salts has just been discovered at the mouth of Manti Canyon, 
Sanpete Co. 

An old time ball was given last month in the twentieth ward meeting house, which was 
a great success. 

Several serious snow slides have occurred in the numerous canyons of late, and some 
lives have been lost. 


Z. C. M. I., the Utah Sugar Co. of Lehi, and several other corporate organizations, are 
enjoying a boom in their stock. 

The funeral services over the remains of the late Joseph Woodmansee were held in the 
fourteenth ward meeting house. 

The new meeting house erected by the Latter-day Saints in Hiatt ward, Fremont 
County, Idaho, cost about $3,000. 

Work is prosecuted with considerable snap on the Coalville, or Summit Co., Stake- 
house, which has long lingered in an incomplete condition. 

In Springville, Utah County, Elders from late missionary fields have inaugurated 
special lectures on the same basis as if their congregations were all unbelievers. Topics 
selected and the handling thereof have created unwonted interest. 


A committee has been formed in Salt Lake City, for the purpose of erecting a monu- 
ment over the grave of Elder John Morgan, who was for ten years President of the 
Southern States Mission. All who labored there in those years, are expected to be active 
aids to that committee. 

The residents of the Twentieth ward contemplate the erection of a fine, commodious 
amusement hall the coming summer. The matter has been discussed in its various 
phases for some time past, and as many of the ward members have volunteered to donate 
liberally, the scheme is now assuming tangible shape. — 
ted improvement. 


POETRY. 
DISCIPLINE. 


O Father, whose mercy, severe in its kindness, 
Has chastened my wanderings and guided my way! 
Adored be the power which illumined my blindness, 
And weaned me from phantoms which smile to betray! 


Enchanted with all that was dazzling and fair, 
I followed the rainbow, I caught at the toy, 
And still in displeasure Thy goodness was there, 
Disappointing the hope and defeating the joy. 


The blossom blushed bright, but a worm was below; 
5 The moonlight shone fair, there was blight in the beam; 
Sweet whispered the breeze, but it whispered of woe, 
And bitterness flowed in the soft flowing strvam. 
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